Blessed Along With Abraham 

Gen 22:5-12 Then Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you." 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and  laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, "My father!" And he said, "Here am I, my son." He said, "Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?" 8 Abraham said,  "God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son." So they went both of them together. 9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here am I." 12 He said,  "Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me." ESV

Gal 3:8-9 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying,  "In you shall all the nations be blessed." 9 So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

There are many major characters of the Bible where if you know their story and you have studied their life as to be very familiar with the details, then just the mention of their name invokes a certain characteristic.  

Think of it, we equate:

David = praise and worship

Solomon = wealth and wisdom and women

Moses = law and meekness

Peter = mouth, diamond in the rough, gradually polished.

Paul = missions, smarts or intellect.

Judas Iscariot = betrayal, thief

Samson = strength, playing around with sin

Esther = courage, beauty

Jonah = running from God, prejudice

We could go on and on, but when we come to Abraham the two things that come first to my mind is that of his later being called a friend of God, and that of great blessings of God.

Blessings.  All of the men and the women in the Bible and history who were faithful to God and who served God were blessed by God.  But Abraham was extravagantly blessed.  Greatly blessed.  He started out as not even the oldest son of his family of idolaters in a town that was the epitome of everything against God.  He ended his life as the most blessed man of his time and the most blessed man on earth.  He hobnobbed with the kings and Pharaohs of his day.  He was married to one of the most beautiful women of the day.  His lineage, of course, would become the Israelites, the precious family of the Messiah.  This would be the man with whom God would come and dine in his tent and make a personal covenant with when things were unheard of.  This would be the man of whom God said, “I will not do anything to his family and in the area without first telling Abraham.”  This was a man powerful enough that when five kings – think of that, five kings – took Lot captive, that Abraham and his servants were enough to go and destroy them and get their captives back.  This man and his family defeated the armies of five kings – that’s being greatly blessed!  In every way, in every thing Abraham is the epitome of blessing.

_______________________________________________________________________

Anybody like to be blessed “along with Abraham?”  To be blessed as he was blessed?  If so, then the question becomes why was Abraham blessed?  It would be foolish to think that it was accidental – people are never accidentally blessed.  It would be wrong to think that God loved Abraham at first more than anybody else – God is no respecter of persons.  It would be foolish to take just one thing that Abraham did and say, “that was the key.”  Abraham was blessed because of several, several things that worked together to bring about the blessings of God.  

The Pharisees wanted blessing above all things and so they claimed to be the “children of Abraham” and had their genealogies to prove that they were a direct descendant of the patriarch, but this is not a matter of family tree, because Jesus told them:

John 8:39  They answered him,  "Abraham is our father." Jesus said to them,  "If you were Abraham's children, you would be doing what Abraham did, ESV

So, why was Abraham blessed as he was?  What did he do that we need to do!?  We know that he was blessed, but what was it that caused him to be so greatly blessed?  If we are to be blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith, then we must copy and do the things that the man of faith, Abraham, did.  Abraham was blessed because:

Abraham refused to face life with fear.

Faith is the keyword of Abraham, fear is the opposite of faith.  Abraham feared God, meaning that he respected him with proper reverence and honor.  Abraham did not fear life nor the unexpected, nor situations but trusted God to work things out.    

Abraham was repeatedly put in situations that caused other people to be fear-filled and yet instead was faith-filled: going from his home land, traveling in a strange land, fighting with enemies, trusting God to provide for him.  Never forget that an environment that can produce fear, could also produce faith, and if faith, then blessing.  David never would have been elevated and became a hero and chosen as a leader if he had never had to face the giant.  He would have never had the courage to face the giant if he had never had to face the lion and the bear.  The difference in people who are blessed and those who are not is not that those who are blessed never have to go through times that could be less than perfect, but rather when they do, they meet it with faith and not fear.

We see this perfectly illustrated in the other text of the story of Abraham going to offer Isaac to God.  Human sacrifice was the unthinkable, yet Abraham approached it with faith, because Abraham told his servants:

Gen 22:5 Then Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you." ESV      

He didn’t know how God was going to do it, if God had to raise his boy back to life, then oh well, but Abraham expected God to work it out!  Too many of us would have been getting mad at God and screaming and upset and facing the situation with fear, not Abraham – faith was his outlook!  

There’s much talk about the economy and wars and the “bad times” that we are in, but didn’t you pray for revival?  If you want the book of Acts church and revival, then you’re going to have to have somewhat a recreation of the book of Acts times.  But never forget:

When the world gets worse, the church becomes more and more powerful.


When the situation is worse, God can move more mightily.


This world is at its worst, and needs a church that’s at its best.


Where sin abounds, grace does so much more.

________________________________________________________________________

Abraham was willing to give to God what the heathen gives to his.

We read in the scripture in that first verse of our other text about the strange story of Abraham being willing to offer up his son as a human sacrifice, that Abraham told his servants that he and the lad were going up to “worship.”  There’s a lot to this story, but one of the things that his heathen surrounding nations did was offer their children to idols.  God was also checking to see if Abraham would do for Him, what the unbelievers did for theirs.    

Are you willing to give to God what the unbeliever give to their gods?  One preacher said that the gods of this world are sports, sex, and success.  Another said that it is sports, Hollywood, and finances.  Think of what people do for those things and in order to make those things happen and then ask yourself, am I willing to do those things for my God?  If you want to be blessed along with Abraham, you’ve got to be willing to do what Abraham did! 

_______________________________________________________________________

Abraham loved the God of the gift, greater than the gift.

Abraham was not in love with an experience.  He was not in love with blessings for blessings sake.  He was not in love with a religious movement or even a theology, more than he was with the God of the religious movement!  If God wanted to take the gift later, Abraham didn’t balk at it, even if that gift was his only son.    

There are so many things at play in why God asked for Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, his only son.  But another reason is that God was checking to make sure that now he had been blessed with a great gift, if he was in love with the gift more than the giver of the gift.  What happens too often is that God blesses us with the gift and then asks for it to be removed and we scream and holler because we have fallen in love with the gift more than the person who gave it in the first place.  Job was a blessed man in the beginning of his story and even greater blessed man after the story was finished, and that was because Job refused to get bitter over God taking away the gifts, even when he didn’t understand why.  Job said, “The Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh away, but blessed be the name of the Lord.”  Like Abraham, Job was more in love with the giver of the gifts than the gifts themselves.

I heard a story of a church recently where the pastor felt led of God to shut down a certain ministry for a year and the people balked at it.  How about you?  If the pastor asked you to stop doing any ministry for a year and just sit and worship the God who gave you that ministry, could you do it?  

Abraham was willing to give God anything.

God doesn’t want everything, but He does require anything.

Abraham grew so that he could handle the great blessings.

The blessings didn’t destroy him and they didn’t change him.  And catch this:  Abraham never prayed, “God bless me.”  He prayed to be more like what God wanted him to be.  

Deut 7:22 The Lord your God will clear away these nations before you little by little. You may not make an end of them at once, lest the wild beasts grow too numerous for you. ESV

The work of ministry is to build people.  (love them, lead them, and lift them)


Jesus Christ is the only one that builds the church.

God is more concerned that you be saved, than in what you do for Him.  He will not bring you blessings that will destroy you and give you up for His kingdom’s sake.  That is, not if you pray according to God’s will.  You can pray and pester God for what you don’t need and get it:

Ps 106:15 So he gave them what they asked for, but he sent a plague along with it. NLTse

God’s greatest act of salvation will not be to save us from society or from the devil, but from ourselves and our errant desires.

Our focus should be on getting spiritually mature and ready to be able to handle the blessings and not on getting more blessings.  What are you praying for?  

The beasts:  pride, conceit, arrogance, self-reliance, egotism, super-spirituality, and holier than thou, or the even worse ones of worldliness, spiritual laziness, our own dreams.  

If God could give you finances, would you give it to the kingdom of God?  

If God gave you greater miracles and greater ministries and spiritual power or authority could you handle it without the beasts getting to you?

You can answer those questions right now – they are found in what you are doing with the little blessings that you have.  Are you paying tithes on $6.00 an hour?  If not, you wouldn’t do it for $60.00.  If a little bit of success spiritually causes you to slack off in prayer and fasting right now, then can you really handle greater success?  If you cannot find time to teach one person a Bible Study or invite one person a week to church, can you really handle a greater harvest?  If you cannot include everybody in the group in a church of a hundred, are you really ready for us to double?  If you cannot keep from tearing down one person that’s not exactly like you in life, are you really ready for three or four people like that in the church?  

God knew that Abraham would command his children after him.

Gen 18:19 For I have  chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice, so that the Lord may bring to Abraham what he has promised him." ESV

